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SUBJECT: JAMES PUTHUCHEARY'S ANALSYSI OF DEREK 
DAVIES TAPE CASE 

1 . JAMES PUTHUCHEARY, WHO FIGURED PROMINENTLY IN THE 
CONFESSIONS OF DETAINED SINGAPORE LAWYER A. RAMAN, HAS 
PROVIDED ME WITH HIS ANALSYSIS OF PRIME MINISTER LEE KUAN 
YEW'S REASONSFOR SURFACING THE TAPE MADE BY THE EDITOR 
OF THE FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW AFTER A CONVERSATION 
WITH PRIME MINISTER LEE A YEAR AGO. PUTHUCHEARY MAKES 
NO CLAIMS FOR HIS THREORY, BUT OFFERED IT AS THE BEST 
EXPLANATION HE COULD COME UP WITH. 

2. AT THE ROOT OF LEE'S MOTIVATION (ACCORDING TO PUTHUCHEARY) 

LIES A BASIC MISJUDGMENT OF HUSSEIN ONN. LEE HAS INTERPRETED 
PRIME MINISTER HUSSEIN'S MILD MANNER, MODESTY, AND DISLIKE 
FOR THE LIMELIGHT, AS EVIDENCE OF A PLIABLE, INDICISIVE 
PERSON, SUBJECT TO THE PRESSURES AND INFLUENCE OF HIS 
ADVISERS. PUTHUCHEARY’S PAST CLOSE PERSONAL LINKS WITH 
HUSSEIN HAVE THEREFORE BEEN SOURCE OF DEEP SUSPICION. THE 
SINGAPORE POLICE SPECIAL BRANCH REPRESENTATIVE IN THE 
SINGAPORE HIGH COMMISSION, E.R. NAIDU, WHO RECENTLY HAS 
TRANSFERRED TO JAKARTA, WAS PUTHUCHEARY'S CASE OFFICER 
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WHILE HE WAS IN SINGAPORE PRISON AND MONITORED VISITS OF 
PUTHUCHEARY'S WIFE. IN K.L. HE SHOWED INTEREST IN PUTHUCHEARY'S 
RELATIONSHIP WITH HUSSEIN AND WAS AWARE THAT PRIOR TO 
ASSUMPTION OF PRIME MINISTER'S PORTFOLIO AFTER RAZAK S 
DEATH, PUTHCHEARY HAD PLAYED GOLF ALMOST EVERY SUNDAY WITH 
HUSSEIN. LEE ASSUMED THAT PUTHUCHEARY WAS INFLUENCING AN 
IMPRESSIONALBE, POLITICALLY INNOCENT HUSSEIN, AND POISONING 
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HIS MIND ABOUT LEE KUAN YEW. 

3. THE CONFESSIONS OF RAMAN AND ARUN (CONTINUES THE 
PUTHUCHEARY ANALYSIS) WERE SEIZED UPON BY LEE AS AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO STRIKE AT THIS SNAKE IN THE BOSOM OF PRIME 
MINISTER HUSSEIN, AND PUT PRESSURE UPON THE MALAYSIAN 
POLICE TO ARREST PUTHUCHEARY, AS SIMILAR TACTICS HAD 
PRODUCED THE ARREST OF SAMAD ISMAIL. IN THIS CASE, HOWEVER, 

THE SINGAPORE REVELATIONS PRODUCED ONLY A CASUAL AND 
FRIENDLY CALL BY THE SPECIAL BRANCH ON HIS BROTHER, 

DOMINIC. 

4. FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE, CONTINUED PUTHUCHEARY, HUSSEIN 
ONN IS A MAN WHO DOES NOT DEPEND ON ADVISERS AND HAS NO TRUE 
INTIMATES OR CONFIDANTES. HE DAMANDS OF THE CIVIL SERVICE 
AND HIS SO-CALLED ADVISERS CAREFULLY WRITTEN OPTION 
PAPERS. HE GOES OVER THEM METICULOUSLY, AND THEN WITH 

NO PERSONAL INPUTS FROM ANY SOURCE, MAKES HIS OWN 
DECISIONS. HE RESPECTS PUTHUCHEARY'S PRESENT POSITION AS A 
TAX LAWYER IN PRIVATE PRACTICE AND NEVER DISCUSSES WITH 
HIM POLITICAL ISSUES OR GOVERNMENT POLICY. THEIR INFREQUENT 
MEETINGS THESE DAYS ARE CASUAL AND SOCIAL. 

5. IN CONSLUSION, PUTHUCHEARY SAID THAT WHEN HIS BROTHER 
DOMINIC INFORMED HIM OF THE TAPE SOME NINE MONTHS AFTER IT 
HAD BEEN MADE, HE (JAMES) FELT THAT IT WAS EITHER A FRAUD 
OR A PLANT, AND HAD NOT BEEN INTERESTED IN HEARING IT, MUCH 
LESS TAKING IT TO HUSSEIN. IT WAS SINGAPORE'S ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
OF THE GENUINENESS OF THE TAPE AND THE ACCURACY OF DAVIES' 
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SUMMARY OF THE CONVERSATION THAT RESURRECTED THE TAPE FROM 
OBLIVION AND GAVE IT STATUS. 

6. COMMENT: PUTHUCHEARY WAS SOMEWHAT EMBARRASSED BY THE 
CENTRAL ROLE HE GIVES HIMSELF IN THIS SCENARIO, BUT SAID 

HE COULD FIND NO BETTER EXPLANATION. I HAVE OVER THE YEARS 
NEVER DETECTED ANY MALICE IN HIS ATTITUDE TOWARDS HIS 
ONE-TIME COMRADE AND FRIEND. HE HAS SPECIAL REASONS TO 
KNOW OF LEE'S SHORTCOMINGS AND I HAVE HEARD HIM DISCUSS 
THEM COOLLY AND DISPASSIONAELTY, BUT I HAVE ALSO HEAR HIM 
GIVE FULL CREDIT TO LEE'S ACHIEVEMENTS AND 

DEFEND LEE ON WHAT HE FELT WERE UNFAIR JUDGMENTS IN GEORGE'S 
1974 BOOK, LEE KUAN YEW'S SINGAPORE. IF PUTHUCHEARY IS 
PLAYING A DEEPER GAME, HE IS DOINT IT WITH GREAT SKILL, AND 
IF IT IS IN FACT HIS PURPOSE TO DAMAGE GOS-GOM RELATIONS, 

ALL HE NEED DO IS KEEP HIS HANDS CLEAN AND LET LEE’S 

SUSPICIONS MOVE THE SINGAPORE LEADER TO ACTIONS WHICH SERVE THIS 

OBJECTIVE. 

UNDERHILL 
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